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Dear Moorestown Township School Community, 

Happy New Year!  January is gone in a blink of an eye, and here we are fast approaching 

February and deep in the budget development season for the 2018-2019 school year.  A big part of that 

process is looking at a multitude of variables, maximizing resources and our creativity, looking forward to 

address mandated and desired needs and wants, and asking a lot of questions along the way.   

Having had a three year old, actually two of them, and then seeing those two children grow to be 

teenagers and now young adults, the specific question of “WHY” has long been a part of our collective 

vocabulary.  Why is the sky blue?  Why do I have to learn long division?  Why do you insist my friends 

come to the door when picking me up?  Why do I need to be home by 11? Why, why, and more why? 

The why question is certainly not restricted to my kids, your kids or even just kids.  I strongly 

believe at any age, considering the why is a significant part of the learning process and something we 

should routinely do.  As part of my learning as a new Superintendent to Moorestown, I often asked and 

continue to ask the very same question.  More times than not, I get thoughtful, intelligent, and detailed 

answers and sometimes, I simply get, “It is the way we have always done it – the Moorestown way.”   

In Moorestown, the good news is whatever the answer to date, we see that many of the traditions 

or cultural norms continue to present our students with opportunities to learn and grow as students and as 

individuals.  For many years, our students, student athletes, staff, schools, and the District have been 

recognized as one of the premier venues for public education in our region and across our high achieving 

State.  New Jersey also continually ranks in the top tier of States having effective education systems.  

That being said, we want to continue those efforts and not only sustain the great things we are doing to 

prepare our students for college and careers, but expand and reframe our offerings, practices and 

perspectives to prepare students for a future that will be certainly emerging and different from our past. 

Just like many of you, the New Year brings a time of reflection, resolutions, and reaffirmation of 

goals, mission and vision.  The District is no different.  You can find our District Mission and Vision on 

our website, www.mtps.com, under the District Info tab.  At our last Board of Education meeting, we 

shared updates of progress on our District Goals, part of a larger 3-Year Strategic Plan that can also be 

found on our website under the Board of Education tab.  Next year, we will begin the process of 

expanding our goals and developing a new strategic plan.  If you are interested in possibly joining me in 

that process, please feel free to email me at smccartney@mtps.com.  Have a wonderful February and 

Happy Valentine’s Day! 
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